[A 90-year-old woman with acute hemiparesis].
A right-handed woman of 90, taking aspirin 160 mg daily, suffered acute neck pain radiating to the shoulders, with right side hemiparesis and numbness occurring minutes thereafter. On admission 2.5 hrs later, examination showed paresis and hyporeflexia of the right limbs accompanied by neck stiffness and vertebral tenderness in level C7. Acute stroke was the initial working diagnosis. Cerebral CT was normal. Symptoms progressed with left arm numbness and left ancle clonus, and eight hours after symptom onset there was bilateral plantar inversion, reduced skin prick sensibility below C4, bladder paresis and anal sphincter hypotonia. CT myelography revealed an intraspinal mass extending from C2 to C6. 14 hours after symptom onset, a spinal epidural haematoma was removed by spinal laminectomy. Recovery and functional outcome was good. Symptoms, work-up and treatment are discussed with reference to previous publications.